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RBVi CARACAS 3704 

1. (C) SUMHAKY: In a nationally taleviaed apcacb oa 
Jamiary 9, PreaidaaC Huge Cliavai botb defandad the 
xi^c of a Mb to block tha aatraaoa to tba dally Bl 
Haclonal and attaekad tha Matropelitaa Pollca'a 
Intexventioo aa creating an- ataoaphare of Inatability. 
Ha tlian want on to swaar In bia two new aeeratariaa of ' 
education lAila pledging to eoavart tba prasldaatlal 
palace of Hlraflozaa Into a papular "Bollvulan* ft 
university. Ml* defenae of tlie mob ran counter to 
Btatenanta by aevaral top govenwent offlcialS'- 
Includlng Libertador Hayor and lomatlneB street 
fighter rreddy aamal--tibo are trying to distanea 
thaaaalvaa f roa tha attacic on praaa freadon. 



THB KUCB ARB TO BLAMB 



3. (U) In a aa t iooally taleviaad apaach en January 9. 
Praaldant Bttgo Ctaavaa both dafaadad the ri^ of a nob 
to bleek tha antranoa to tha daily n Baeloaal and 
attacked the Hetropolltan Police's intarvantioB aa - 
etaatlng an atnoaphere of Instability. He aald to hia 
supportive audience at tha Tereaa Carrano Theater that 
ha would not tolerate further 'disruptions in tha 
public order by the police, although he stopped short 
of defining what actions he would take. His defense of 
Nonday'a aob ran counter to statements several top 
gewanuMat effielala— including Libertador Hayor and 
aaawtlaaa atraat fighter Freddy Baraal--who are trying 
to diataaca thamaalvea froa attaeka on praaa fraadoM. 

MBw HiBisms nrntODUCBD, mi mnviRsm phoclaihbd 

3. (U) Chavez also used thla occasion to introduce hia 
new cabinet ministers: Hector Navarro as Minister of ' 
Higher education, and Arlstobulo Isturlx aa Minister 
Of Education. Kavarro cook the podium and praised his 
own efforts in establishing over 2,000 "Bolivarlan' 
aeboola (alnoat certainly an axaggaratad figure) , 
intervening in tha affaira of private universities, 
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and setting a goal to «llndjMt« ■ia*qiilti«« in 
university admiaaions.* When dunm took bads tlw 
microphone, he launched Into a tirade about unlveraity 
admlaalon atandarda that accepted only •one in ■ 
hundred- poor student a. To correct this. h« pledged to 
found a 'Popular Bolivarian University* open to all, 
with the presldwtlal palace of Miraflores serviao as 
its — — — 
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